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bring, and on his safe return from beyond our lines with, said boats and tows, allow him to repeat once or twice if he shall
tte'                                                   ABBAHAM LINCOLN
From James Harrison
WASHINGTON, D. C., December i&rd, 1864 [Not in chronological order]
IN consideration that the President of the United States to-day delivers to me a paper of which the within is a copy. I pledge him my word of honor that whatever I may do thereunder shall be at my own expense and risk of person and property, with no claim upon him or upon the government in any contingency whatever, that I will take absolutely nothing into the insurgent lines which could be of value to them, except the boats, tows, goods, money, and provisions as stated; and that I will not take said boats, tows, and other matters stated or any of them, into said insurgent lines unless I shall first have the personal pledge of Gen. Kirby Smith, or the officer in chief command given directly by him to me, that said boats and tows shall without condition, safely return to our military lines.
JAMES HARBISON
From General Grant to General Butler
CIPHER.   CITY POINT, VA., Deo. 14, 1864 10 A.M.
WHAT is the prospect of getting your expedition started? It is a great pity we were not ten or twelve days earlier. I am confident it would have then been successful. Have you heard from Palmer? The Richmond papers give no account of any federals on the Roanoke or Weldon Road south of Weldon.
U. S. GRANT, laeutenant-Gen'l.
From General Butler
CJPHEB.   Deo 14dh, 10.45 A.M. Lt. Gen. GRANT, on board "Ben Deford"
PORTER started yesterday. Transport fleet are at Cape Henry. I am just starting. The weather for the last six days has been such that it would be useless to be on the coast.
Expedition   left   Plymouth   Wednesday   last.   You   will remember that you have cut communication between Weldon & Petersburg. Everything is off in the best time possible.
BENJ. F. BUTLER, Maj. Gen'L Comd'g,